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The past 3 decades have seen a massive expansion in school choice 
and the use of markets in education. Programs such as parental 
choice programs, school vouchers, charter schools, and tax credits 
for private schools, were introduced to improve the education 
system. In their new book, philosophers David Schmidtz and Harry 
Brighouse present differing perspectives on the expansion of 
markets: Schmidtz arguing that it has been justified, Brighouse 
offering a more critical view. At this session Brighouse will introduce 
the book, explore how philosophical perspectives can inform our 
judgements about the evidence, and argue that while markets can 
sometimes serve our purposes, we should generally be skeptical 
that they will play a significant role in prompting improvement.


